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Advent Message Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
:“‘"9X From

==

As the end of the year approaches, we enter into the maddening rush of the holiday
season. With the frenetic push by malls
s p end é sopmeome dhan we oughtd to make this the best Christmas everd we
become worn out by the time Christmas arrives. We look forward to it with hope and
expectation, but after the presents are opened and the Santa and Frosty decorations
are put away, we likely feel somewhat empty and glad that it is over. Sadly, this secularization of the season has
distorted Christmas to the point that for many people the glitz and glitter overshadow the Star and the Manger.

The churchds answer to this distortion of the gift of
The church begins not with Christmas but with Advent. The four Sundays prior to Christmas are a time of hoped a
time to look back to the promises of God to redeem his people and claim them as his own and to proclaim the good
news that Jesus is the fulfillment of that longed for hope.

That Advent focus on hope invites us to eagerly search for Christ in the daily experiences of life in the here and nowd
not just in the long ago past. As we open our eyes to see and experience the presence of God with us in Christ, we
are encouraged and energized as we face the challenges of life.

This year the theme of our Advent services is Hope in Hard Times . Each Sunday we will look at a different aspect of
living in the hope that God will fulfill his promise of a savior. Hope has a palpable effect upon the lives of the faithful.
Trust in the promises of God enables us to not only to survive but to thrive in both the best of times and the worst of
times.

The sermons for Advent are:

Advent 1
A Word of Hope for Hard Times

In Isaiah we hear the prophet cryoutto God, O t hat you would tear open Aslhvelook g
around us at the landscape of life, there is ample reason for us to be disheartened and discouraged. Our situation may
not be as desperate as the situation facing the Jews on their return from exile in Babylon, but we have to admit that
things here at home are not all that good. Focusing on the promise of God, we are assured that when the future looks
bleak, we can turn our gaze away from the world and its broken promises to the God who is always faithful. We can
look to the God who has and is sending us Jesus Christ our Lord to assure us that we will have a place in his heart
and in his kingdom forever.

Advent 2
Hope in a Quantum World

It would have been easy for the Jews languishing in captivity in Babylon, as well as those left behind in Jerusalem, to
conclude that the God of Israel was either weak or didn't care. While the situation for us is not as dire as it was for
them, there are timesd and today may well be one of themd where we feel like aliens living in a strange land. For all
of us 30 years old and older, the people, language, customs and way of life almost makes this world a whole different
place today than it was only a few years ago. The good news of gospel of Jesus Christ allows us to see the last
chapter human history first. It is God's announcement to the universe that he holds the world in his hands and is at
work reconciling the world to himself. The gospel proclaims peace to our lives not because peace is in our world
today, but because in the mind of God, it is already a present reality.

Advent 3
Hope Is More Than a Pious Platitude

The words of Paul to the Christians in Thessalonica are an exhortation to them to maintain their faithfulness even as
they face growing hostility from the people among whom they live. Paul urges them to: Rejoice always, pray without
ceasing, and give thanks in all circumstances. At first, these words may sound naived they may sound like some sort
of pious platitude encouraging the people to buck up and hang in there, but remembering all that Paul endured for the
sake of the gospel, we can be sure he would never offer shallow pious platitudes to people facing difficult times. Today
God speaks a word of hope as we face the daily grind of life that can beat us down, chew us up and spit us out. The
word of hope God offers is no mere pious platitude urging us to keep a stiff upper lip in difficult time; it as a word of
hope that transforms our lives giving us a foretaste of that feast of the kingdom that is yet to come. This hope
strengthens us and encourages us, as it empowers us, to live into that grace and love God shares with us in Christ.

pave
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Advent 4
A Time for Hope

As we celebrate the joys of this holy season, from time to time we hear people say, Wouldn't it be great if it could be
Christmas all year long. Surprise! That was God's intent. That is why God invaded human history and gave us the gift
of his Son. In the story of the Annunciation, we hear the angel Gabriel tell Mary that God is about to use her to do

somet hing great for the world. She will be the one wh
is about to enter into human history in the flesh and blood of his Son. At Christmas we celebrate the fulfilment of
Godds promise in the birth of Jesus. I n the manger, w

God.

This year the theme of our Christmas services is Redemption Comes to Us. The Sermons are:

Christmas Eve

Christmas Beyond the Trappings

At Chri st mas, itds easy for us to get overly senti men
and laid in a feeding trough does indeed tug at out heartstrings. Throw in the angels and shepherds, and we get swept
away by all the trappings of Christmas. We need to be

can become so focused on the trappings that we miss what Christmas is really all about. The corrective to that trap is
the swaddling cloth in which the Christ-child is wrapped. The term swaddling clothes is still used today by nurses who
wrap the baby after birth. The Greek word used by Luke for swaddling clothes is esparganose. It is the same Greek
word that is used for burial bandages. So the first clothing used to cover the body of the baby Jesus is the same type
of cloth that would be used to cover his body after his death on the cross. The power of that realization is that the
swaddling cloth, like the myrrh brought by the Wise Men, is prophetic omen. This baby is born to be the Lamb of God
that takes away the sin of the world.

Christmas Day
The Service of Lessons and Carols
(no sermon)
Christmas 1 ~ The Name of Jesus

How Sweet the Name of Jesus

On this 1* Sunday of Christmas, we continue to celebrate the coming of the Christ-child into the world. In accordance
with Jewish custom and practice, on the 8" day after his birth the child is circumcised and given his name. As
instructed in each of their encounters with the angel, Mary and Joseph name the child Jesus. A more fitting name was
never given to a child. In Hebrew, the name Jesus (Yeshua or Joshua) means Yahweh, (the Lord) saves. That name
alone tells us all we need to know about Jesus. Through him, the power of God has come into the worldd and into our
livesd to bring the gift of redemption.

Donét I et the joy of this holy season be obscured by
newborn king and |l et the joy of Godbdés gift of redempti

Peace and Joy in Christ,

Pastor V

al

t h
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Discipleship Opportunities

and our children

Jesse Tree

remember

If you would like to help with this meaningful project, please call Sandra Sornson at 689
Because He loves us, we are to show love to one another. We thank you for your involvement in this important
Advent service project for our community. We wish a happy Christmas season to you and your family.

The Jesse Tree Advent Service Project will be in the church gardens on Sunday, December
4th and December 11th. The gifts and gift cards are being given to ECHO and will be used to
fill a Holiday Gift Tent. The gifts you purchase will assist families in rounding out their holiday

gift giving to their children so that no child will wake up without something that they can
unwrap and enjoy on Christmas morning. Being involved in the Jesse Tree Project also helps us

t hat 0Jesus is the

Jesse Tree! Thanks for your support with the Jesse Tree Project.

- 2571.

Apostl es 6 fLiviogd

Chri st dsis too kel

members of our Apostles
OVE family in times of need. Each

week we ask for donations of
specific non-perishables. Offerings can be placed in the
labeled food baskets in the Narthex.

The food pantry is very low on hot or cold cereal;
macaroni & cheese; jelly; juice; canned fruit; and
any desserts. Please consider these items as you do
your families food shopl|p
those BOGO offers!

As always we will accept, with grateful hearts, whatever
you donate.

Do you think you may get a

new watch for Christmas? Do
Y you have an old watch that is
sitting in the drawer and just
needs a new battery?

Our Veterans
John lonoff & Don Desmarais
are still working with American

Veterans (AmVets) to help

supply watches to our wounded servicemen & women.

BatteriesPlus, on Hwy. 60, in Brandon, continues to
rép'?;\(,% old boé@eﬂes oﬂ SnE} R/at[ch |T'1tgn5ed & eohr

veterans, free of charge. Thank You, BatteriesPlus!!!

Just drop your watches in the box in the Narthex; John
& Don will take care of the rest .

First Communion

First Communion Class

Communion.

confirmation letter from SueAnn.

(aim@apostleslutheran.net ).

Eve services.

A First Communion class will be held on
Saturday, December 10" from 9:00 AM & noon
in the Harmony Room & N. Theisz Classroom.
Pastor V meets with the parents while SueAnn
is with the children. At the end of the class, each student
paints a chalice as a special remembrance of their First

If your child is signed up for the class, you will have received a
If you have not received a
letter or your child is not signed up and you would like them to
be part of the class, see, call (689 -2571) or email SueAnn

First Communion will be celebrated at each of the Christmas

On Saturday, December 30, at the
Church of the Nazarene on
Kingsway Rd., Apostles has the
opportunity to feed people that
are homeless in our community.

What a wonderful way for us to
live out the spirit of Christmas by
helping provide a hot meal, some friendship,
and caring to those that are in need in our
community. This is a practical way for us to be
Godds hands and feet i

Would you like to be part of this wonderful
outreach? Call Gerry Brown at 661-7305 or Liz
Jimenez in the church office at 689 -2571.
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Apostles Health & Wellness Ministry

oSt ewardship of Lifebo

Apostles Fitness News
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K Apostles Fitness continues to meet every Saturday at 10:00 AM in Theisz Hall. Due to the
Thanksgiving & Christmas holidays there will be NO Fitness sessions on the following days:
November 26; December 24 & 31. However, just
important that we keep up with a daily program, ESPECIALLY during the holidays!

-

=
=
=
>
=

Fitness sessions resume on Saturday, January 7 at 10:00 AM. This class is open to ALL; young o
old; fit or not. Plan now to start the New Year out on a healthy foot ficome and get with the
program. The Apostles Fitness Program!

DON'T YOU KNOW THAT YOU Vﬂl/,f‘r

¢NOA NI SIAIT L

—

AMy Pl ateo

d Pyramid Food Gui debliosc kéeadu tFéo oadn dP | t3
are USDA guidelines designed to help us control portion sizes.

The ol

The basics are: Make half your plate fruits and vegetables; make at least half your grains
whole grains; switch to 1% or, better yet, skim milk; and vary your protein choices.

Check out the Plate Guide and detailed helps on the bulletin board in the Café.

You can also check out www.Myplate.gov .
Submitted by John lonoff

Look for more Health Tips in the Inviting All and Epistles.

ncil New.

On Sunday, December 11 members from Apostles Congregational Council will

host the Caf® and 0 Meet

Have questions you would like answered? Just like to know our council? Come

to Theisz, meet your council representatives and find out what kind of cooks
they are. There is sure to be lots of yummy food.

a

2011 - 2012 Congregational Council Members

Lori Brown, Intentional Hospitality; Diane Fox, Children & Youth; Jim Gray, Asst. Treasurer; John lonoff,
Council President & Health & Wellness; Julio Jimenez, Managing; Maria Mitchell, Intentional Hospitality;
Glenna Rahr, Financial Secretary & Proclaiming; Dan Runge, Treasurer; Tom Rydlewski, Caring & Fellowship;
Kristen Smith, Council Secretary & Serving; Kevin Smith, Council Vice President & Children & Youth; Janet
Wedlock, Stewardship; Connie Farmer, Recording Secretary; and Phil Haas Designated Giving.

Are you interested in what goes on at Apostles Council meetings and cannot attend? Check out the bulletin
boars outside the Narthex, beside the office and in the Café fithe approved minutes from the previous months

council meeting are posted. They are also available on our website www.apostleslutheran.net.

The monthly council meeting is open to all.

& Greet 6 i1

ht ee

Th


http://www.choosemyplate.gov/foodgroups/index.html
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Something for Everyone!

The Hallelujah Quilters Beautiful Creation

A great big THANK YOU to the Hallelujah Quilters for their donation of
a beautiful Christmas quilt! This group meets every Wednesday morning
at Apostles and creates the most amazing fabric masterpieces! This is the
fourth year the quilters have donated a quilt to our youth program.

measures approximately 4 x 5 feet and
is made in traditional Christmas colors

of reds and greens.

We are having a silent auction during

N the month of November and beginning

of December. The minimum donation is $200.00. The final day of the auction is Sun-
day, December 4h. Be sure to get your bid in early and often. You will want to be able
to take this beautiful quilt home for the Christmas holiday!

The quilt is on display in the Narthex. It \ * &

Thank you again Hallelujah Quilters!

GODO6S GLOBAL

Thank you to everyone who hel ped wi

for Godds Gl obal Barnyard! The kids bou
chicks. The children were very excited to be able to help others in this way.

We are hoping that many will use this program to give Christmas presents to friends and family which will
bless families living in poverty around the world.

Godds Gl obal Barnyard brochures wild.l be in t

e e R e e

e

Apostles is Going Christmas Caroling - £’f§
g

e On Sunday, December 11 at 1:30 PM Apostles is going Christmas caroling to
%:} Apostles Village. Not only will we share the songs of the season but also some .,:,h,'_'g
; . W
: delicious hot chocolate and yummy desserts. ﬁ
e ==
%g& Bring a dessert with you to share with the residents. Any tasty treat will be fine! & %
%}- 3 Come and share this time with our Apostles Village friends and with each other.
i
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Something for Everyone!

I L2adt Sa KI a

Prayer
Shawl
Ministry

4

RSLINBaaizys

just

YIye

but make a huge impact. That is what the Prayer Shawl Ministry is like. A group that quigtly

nits and prays over beautiful shawls so that people that are going through a difficult time
feel surrounded by love and care.

Do you know someone that needs to know that they are surrounded by prayer and the loe of

God and people that care for them? Are they going through illness, stress, divorce, loss o

'y R

meant. Please call or stop by the church office and Liz or SueAnn will be happy to help

GlidASié YAYASGNRASED aAyAs

can
job,

I NB
find

iKS fAad 328a 2yK ¢KSas$s

the perfect prayer shawl.

The 10:00 AM Thursday morning Bible
Study will complete the gospel of Matthew
sometime in December. There will be a
short break over Christmas.

We will begin a new study on the book of
Psalms in January. Check in J an u a
Epistle and Inviting All  for the start date.

Psalm’51:17, NRSV

This class meets every Thursday at
10:00 AM in N. Theisz and is open to All. SueAnn Collinge
facilitates.

What better way to begin a new year than in the wonderful
book of Psalms!

\\\\g}y//,// Mark your calendars now for:
N ! 7

é/

Annual Congregational Meeting
= on January 22 following 10:00
~~" AM Unity service;
\\\

S—
_—

// RTINS
SN

J o~ o~

New Member Brunch and
Orientation on January 29
immediately following the second Worship service.
New Members will be received on Sun., Feb. 5.

1

If you are interested in membership to Apostles,
wat ch Il nviting Al and
more information.

nex

Dont’ Forget!§
3

[nvitel
[nvitel
Invitel

.

.

J”f‘mi

N

The Boar’s Head &
Yule Log Festival
7:30 PM on Friday & Saturday,
December 2 & 3
4:00 PM Sunday Matinee,

December 4
Doors open one half hour prior to
performance times.

Apostles Lutheran Church
200 Kingsway Road
Brandon, FL 33510
813-689-2571
email: Officef@apostleslutheran.net
www.apostlesfestival.org

Wiavw .4 |5‘*”95“"||§|§“|,|El
Come & enjoy the Festival.

Admission is FREE to ALL!

A S AR B )

LYY )

-
. . ‘.




Sunday Monday

27 28 29 30
(2) WORSHIP SERVICES 9:00 & 10:30 AM 6:30 AM AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR) O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR) 6:30 Al
Children's Education - 9:00 AM or 10:30 AM 12:30 PM Preschool Tap & Ballet [6:30 AM A.A. (M-Sat.)- (SR) 9:30 Al
10:00 AM  Children's Choir - Theisz C Class (HR) 9:00 AM M.O.W. 5:00 PI
10:25 AM  6th grade Christian Education class (GR) 7:00 PM Pack 110 Cub Scouts & [7:00 PM Principles of Fasting (SR) |7:30 PI
11:45 AM Apostles Brass Practice (WC) Weblos (TH ) 7:30 PM BSA Troop 110 (TH)
Boar's Head Dress Rehearsal (WC) 1:30 PM 7:30 PM ICHTHUS (WC)
8:00 PM A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)
4 5 6 7
(2) WORSHIP SERVICES 9:00 & 10:30 AM 6:30 AM  AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR) O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR) 6:30 Al
Children's Education - 9:00 AM or 10:30 AM 12:30 PM Preschool Tap & Ballet [6:30 AM A.A. (M-Sat.)- (SR) 9:30 Al
10:00 AM  Children's Choir - Theisz C Class (HR) 9:00 AM  M.O.W. 5:00 PI
10:25 AM  6th grade Christian Education class (GR) 7:00 PM Pack 110 Cub Scouts & |7:30 PM BSA Troop 110 (TH) 6:30 PI
Jesse Tree in the Garden Weblos (TH) 7:30 PM ICHTHUS (WC) 7:30 PI
11:45 AM  Apostles Brass Practice (WC)
4:00 PM Boar's Head Festival
8:00 PM A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)
11 12 13 14
(2) WORSHIP SERVICES 9:00 & 10:30 AM 6:30 AM  AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR) O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR) 6:30 Al
Children's Education - 9:00 AM or 10:30 AM 12:30 PM Preschool Tap & Ballet [6:30 AM A.A. (M-Sat.)- (SR) 9:30 Al
Council Meet & Greet (TH) Class (HR) 9:00 AM M.O.W. 7:30 PI
Jesse Tree in the Garden 7:00 PM Pack 110 Cub Scouts & |7:00 PM Council Meeting (HR) Esther
10:25 AM  6th grade class (GR) Weblos (TH) 7:30 PM BSA Troop 110 (TH)
11:30 AM Children's Choir (WC) 7:30 PM ICHTHUS (WC)
11:30 AM  Happy Birthday Jesus Party (TH)
11:45 AM  Apostles Brass Practice (WC)
1:30 PM Christmas Caroling
6:00 PM Women's Night Out
8:00 PM A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)
18 19 20 21
(2) WORSHIP SERVICES 9:00 & 10:30 AM 6:30 AM  AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR) O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR) 6:30 Al
Children's Education - 9:00 AM or 10:30 AM 6:30 AM AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR) 9:30 Al
10:25 AM  6th grade class (GR) 9:00 AM M.O.W. 6:30 PI
11:30 AM  Children's Choir (Worship Center) 7:30 PM BSA Troop 110 (TH)
11:45 AM  Apostles Brass Practice (WC) 7:30 PM ICHTHUS (WC)
8:00 PM A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)
25 26 27 28
10:00 AM  Service of Christmas - Office Closed O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR) 6:30 Al
Lessons & Carols 6:30 AM AA.(M-Sat.)- (SR) 6:30 AM AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR) 9:30 Al
8:00 PM A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri) 9:00 AM M.O.W.

7:30 PM BSA Troop 110 (TH)

7:30 PM ICHTHUS (WC)

Service of
Lessons & Carols




Thursday

AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
Hallelujah Quilters (NT)
Strings Practice (WC)
Good News Ringers (WC)

s sS sS =

6:30 AM  AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
10:00 AM  Matthew Study (NT)
11:30 AM  Lunch W/Pastor (TH)

6:30 PM GS
| Lunch

Friday

2

6:30 AM A.A. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
7:30 PM Boar's Head Festival
8:00 PM A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)

Saturday

3

O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)
6:30 AM AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
8:00 AM A-Men Breakfast &
Bible Study - (NT)

AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
Hallelujah Quilters (NT)
Strings Practice (WC)
Stephen Ministry (ST)
Good News Ringers (WC)

s sSsSss

Mtg. (TH) with 10:00 AM Apostles Fitness (TH)
6:30 PM GS ) J Pastor 7:30 PM Boar's Head Festival
Troop 346 (NT) e/

7:00 PM Gloria Dei Choir

8 9 10

6:30 AM AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
10:00 AM  Matthew Study (NT)
1:00 PM Rebecca's Circle (NT)
6:30 PM GS Mtg. (TH)

7:00 PM Gloria Dei Choir

6:30 AM AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
8:00 PM A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)

O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)
6:30 AM A.A. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
9:00 AM  First Communion Class -
(HR & NT)

10:00 AM  Apostles Fitness (TH)

Vi A.A. (M-Sat)- (SR)

Vi Hallelujah Quilters (NT)

Vi Good News Ringers (WC)
Circle 12:30

15

6:30 AM A.A. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
10:00 AM  Matthew Study (NT)
11:45 AM Keenagers Christmas
6:30 PM GS Troop 346 (SR)
7:00 PM Gloria Dei Choir

7:00 PM Preschool Christmas
Program (TH)

16
6:30 AM AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
8:00 PM A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)

17

6:30 AM  AA.(SR)
10:00 AM  Apostles
Fitness (TH)

O.A. 10:30a (GR)

Big Baby - sit (TH)
5PM - 10PM

Bi
Babyg—sit

Vi AA. (M-Sat)- (SR)
Hallelujah Quilters (NT)
Vi Stephen Ministry (ST)

=

22
6:30 AM AA.(M-Sat.)- (SR)
7:00 PM Gloria Dei Choir

23
6:30 AM AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
8:00 PM A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)

24 Christmas Eve Worship -
4:00 PM; 6:00 PM; 10:00 PM

N7
CHRISTMAS 77K

Children's Choir

during 4:00 PM  Worship |
O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)
6:30 AM A.A. (M-Sat.)- (SR)

Vi AA.(M-Sat.)- (SR)
Vi Hallelujah Quilters (NT)

29
6:30 AM A.A. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
7:00 PM Gloria Dei Choir

30
6:30 AM AA. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
8:00 PM A.A. (TH Sun/SR Fri)

31

O.A. Tues 7:30p/Sat 10:30a (GR)
6:30 AM A.A. (M-Sat.)- (SR)
10:00 AM  Apostles Fitness (TH)

EVE
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Advent -Christmas Program

Faith Lutheran Church on Florida

n eWS 3 ‘ venue in Tampa is having their Annual

Wo me n 6 s AidGhrstmas Program

ARRRRRRARAARARRARRRARRAREE M \onay pec. 5 at7:30 P, Thisis
K Esther6s  ArinnatRe always a wonderful way to start our
i Christmas Party will be held . 3 Christmas season.
Fy Wednesday, December 14 atig
Fy , 12:30 PM at the Village Inn # : This evening is open to All women of
oy Esther's Ak Apostles and their friends
i Circle Restaurant on the corner of P P -
Providence & Lumsden. : A i i 4
Fy Fy 0 Ad mi s s isone or more cans of
g Ladies: This is FREE Pie Day with the purchase of§§ 1 food for Metropolitan Ministries.
K any entrée!!! All ladies of Apostles and their K Please call Aleeta Bice (813 -653 -0268)
friends qre invited to come for a lovely time of Py by November 29 if you would like to
;%fellowshlp,.good fpod (and ple) and to celebrate § . attend this fun and festive evening. We
P the upcoming Christmas holiday. Ak will carpool from Apostles.
#A  Watch Inviting Al andJ anuar y & sfor E gk
jichanges that are comingjf stherdés Circle time.
§ The ladies have some surprises in store for the § :
Py upcoming new year! Py “ A “
;% Call Shirley Hanke, 689 -0682, for more info. § '
ARRRRRRRARRARRRRRRARRRRRRR
Great News about the Seminary Fund
% The women of the Florida Bahamas Synod have created a scholarship fund to help those who
SeminarySCholarshipare called to become future |l eaders in
We have been saving our loose change in Spaghetti Sauce jars (or any other type of jar) to
Fund contribute to the scholarship fund. Aleeta

Fall Gathering in Lake Yale on Nov. 11.

The Florida Women of t h @&rst fedipera foisthe (SEmins¥E Sclokaiship attended the 2011 Fall
Gathering in Lake Yale November 11-13. Her name is Michelle Walka and she is from the West Coast of Florida. Michelle
is a gifted speaker and all those attending the gathering were excited to hear her and her enthusiasm for ministry. She was
happy to be back in Florida and noted that she will be wearing flip flops for a little bit as they have survived two winters in
St. Paul. Michelle felt extremely blessed to receive the FLWELCA scholarship. She and her husband are both seminary
students in St. Paul, Minnesota. Michelle and her husband will be starting applications for internship this year. Please keep
them both in your prayers.

For those of our congregation who sent monies for the scholarship fund, thank you each and every one of you for
your support of this vital ministry.

I f you havend6t been part of this ministry but would | iek
mason jars on the table in the Narthex. Take one home, or use your own, and drop your loose change throughout the
year . We wil!/l have the next coll ecti on S8eeAléetaicedf you hawoanye n

guestions about this outreach.
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Women's Night Out

For Decemberds Women&s &ihg liRuby
Tuesday, at 1812 S.R. 60 East, in Valrico on the 2nd Sunday of
the month, December 11 at 6:00 PM, since the first is our
| ast Boar ds He aWhat awpngerfil gift tongive c
ourselves this Christmas season; an evening out with good
friends.

We will start off the New Year right on January 8, 2012, also a
2nd Sunday,atAngel i nads G®84r9692. (Pledst a
Note: they have moved from Hwy. 60 to 4351 Lynx Paw Trail

in Valrico south of Bloomingdale)

R v Rebeccabds Circl%a& 4ff
Cérol&e Thur;s,d[ayl of envqery onth at 1:00 PM in

N. Theisz to make Iinfant quilts and Sensi

dolls. These little quilts and dolls are

made for sick or premature babies, and their families, in
%he Neo-natal Unit at BRH (Brandon Regional Hospital).

ALL are invited to come and enjoy creating these
beautiful quilts. You DO NOT have to know how to quilt!
%eeaor{ call Rachel Gray, 653-2019 or Meg Swanson,
571-1444 for more information about this wonderful
out-reach ministry.

This is the time that we choose restaurants for the rest of the I'f you cand6t make the tim
year. So, if you donét want [hordyageephsipnations gf 409% cofor fabgcroy flangel
come bring your ideas and enj [pad noney fowarthe gnggal bgiing. fhe tbajtiag ig

expensive and costs about $5.00/quilt. You can place
your donation in a Designated Giving envelope marked
for Rebeccads Circle.

Call, 684-8587, or see Debbie Nickeson if you would like to
be included in either of these fun evenings. All women of
Apostles and their friends are welcome.

et s

Fall Gathering Update

What a wonderful weekend! Over 260 women of the Florida -Bahama Synodical Womens Organization met at Lake Yale for a
great weekend of training, workshops, forums and worship. There were over 30 workshops and forums offered so everyone
was sure to find more than enough to interest them. We could also take advantage of a prayer lounge room and meditation
stations by the Lake.

Bi shop Benoway was present f oThe Hriday evanyng progré@np was iginey bys Ravidv \Vaiss
(Theologian, writer, poet and hymnist) who had written six poems set to music out of Lutheran Hymnals. The written
words were so meaningful. After the presentation, the individual conferences met to discuss plans for Saturday evening
and to bring everyone up to date on what was going on their particular conference.

Saturday morning dawned clear and COLD. Mary Delasin, our Bible Study Leader, has been the FI-Bahamas Synod
coordinator for the World Hunger program of the ELCA since 2007. She also served as the coechair of the Haiti Task
Force. Her Bible Study was based on Romans 8:28. "And we know that all things work together for good for those that love
God, who are called according to his purpose.”

Next, we heard from Sandra George, founder of Daughters of Naomi. 10 years ago she and her husband opened up their
home to 6 women in need, determined to change their lives. Their program has grown is dedicated to providing shelter,
encouragement, counseling, and guidance to dysfunctional single women and mothers. What an exceptional task to help
form new lives in Christ of so many women who did not know how to change their lives from being victims of abuse,
etc. Saturday afternoon was business time for the delegates and other workshops and forums for others.

We all met back for Communion Service at 4 p.m. with the Rev Victoria Hamilton from St. John's Lutheran Church in
Jacksonville, Florida. The choir was formed from our participants.  For the hymn singing we were urged to make some
'musical instruments'. These instruments were played along with the hymns. We al | made a o0joyful

Saturday evening, 13 conferences took part in Holidays Around the World . Each conference, in their own way, told a story
about their chosen country then we enjoyed food from each country and learned a little about their culture It was a time
of learning and fun. So ended our Saturday.

Sunday morning, Jenny Michael, formerly from Good Shepherd in Tampa and our district president, gave the homily.  What
a motivational speaker Jenny has become. She will be on the board at Lake Yale and has been elected President Nation
Wide of the WELCA.

We closed the weekend with the Blessing of the Hands . There were stations placed around the room where those who

wished could wash their hands, and then be anointed with oil. ~ This was to symbolize the washing away of our selfishness
and our reluctance to love our neighbor.  As your hands were dried, a leader would say "Blessed be these hands, for they
are the work of Your hands, that they might hold others as dearly as You hold them."

This was the thought we had with us as we left Lake Yale. Hopefully, next year, more will attend and be as blessed as I.

Blessings to all, Aleeta

et o
pl ac
girl
s .

noi s
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D o n %t Lunth vattsPastor Thursday, December 1
at 11:30 AM in Theisz Hall.

Saturday, December 3

Come and join other men of
the congregation for a morning i )

of Breakfast & Bible Study. will be provided.
Bro hers A-Men is the Mdn & Markyodricalangdays now so you can join Pastor V for
i y here at Apostles. It is open to
'4” any and ALL men over the age

Lunch w/ Pastor on Thursday, December 1st.

of 18. You do not have to be a
member of Apostles. Call Howard McNair (643 -
8655) if you have questions.

The next Church Council Meeting
will be on Tues., December 13, 201

at 7:00 PM in the Harmony Room.
Cooking starts at 7:30 am; we begin eating
around 8:10 am; and are finished by 9:30 am.

You will still have time to put up your COUNCIL MFFTING
Christmas lights.

The meeting is open to all.

The order forms for Christmas poinsettias are available in your bulletins or
on the table in the Narthex. We use the poinsettias to decorate the Worship

Center for Christmas Eve and Christmas Worship services. You may pick up
the poinsettias you ordered any time following the second Worship service
Poinsettia on Sunday, January 1, 2012.

Orders Orders are due no later than the 3rd Sunday in Advent, December 11.

* * * * *

Designated Altar Flowers, Communion Wine & Eternal Flame

You can always order flowers to commemorate a special person or occasion. Check the sigrup sheets in the

display outside the office, or call Liz (689-2571) to see if your important dates are available.

The flowers cost $20.00/vase. ($40.00 for two) You can donate either one or both vases
The Communion Wine is $10.00/week.
The Eternal Flame has been donated as a Memorial to Karin Stone until 2013.

Keenagers for Christmas

¢/ Christmas On Thursday, December 15, we will celebrate Christmas with a delicious Ham provided by
ﬁ‘(& Potluck Shirley Hanke and Florence Buschbacher. Not only will we be able to sample others
s 2

7 - — delicious holiday side dishes & desserts we will enjoy beautiful Christmas music preformed

g¥;{%fﬁ by Chimes & Song.
f J"Wﬁ i

Chimes & Song is a twelve member volunteer Hand -chime choir. Apostles own Lillian Davis
& Celia Rogers are part of this group.

W/Chimes Choose your favorite holiday recipes and
It is a wonderful way to make friends at church.

Keenagers is a group of Apostles men and women, and their friends, age 50 and over who meet the third Thursday of
each month for socializing, potlucks, presentations or entertainment. You do not have to be a member of Apostles to
attend. Some months are all fellowship, food and fun! Some months we have entertainment for our enjoyment.

Would you like more information about Keenagers?  Call Cynthia or Phil Haas(677-8448) or Liz Jimenez in the church
office (689 -2571) and they will be happy to answer any questions.

pl a
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Youth, Young Adult & Drama Ministries
Michele Van Epps, Coordinator

: MIDDLE SCHOOL/SENIOR HIGH CHRISTMAS PARTY
3B Mark your calendars now for Sunday, December 11 " for our
jl Christmas Party! We will meet in the Café from 3:00 -4:30 PM to
celebrate the Christmas season with each other. Bring your
friends! They are always invited.

National Youth Gathering News

The Apostles youth that are attending the 2012 National Youth Gathering in New Orleans will
hold several fundraisers through Christmas to help defray the cost of their trip.

GFS Fundraiser for the National Youth Gathering
The youth attending the National Gathering in New Orleans next year are offering some yummy

citizens with the saints
>

phesicns 21420 holiday foods for your Christmas dinner or party. We are working with GFS Stores to provide

you several different pies, cookie dough, cheesecake and other assorted goodies. All you need to do is fill out an order
form, provide payment and pick up your food items at the GFS store on December 18th! We will have youth at the store
on the 18h to assist you! The food items might cost a bit more than at other stores, but remember this is a fundraiser!
Our youth receive a portion of the cost of each item that is sold. Thank you for your continued support of our youth!!

The Big Babysit
On Saturday, December 17th from 5:00 PMi 10:00 PM Apostles youth (with chaperones) will host the Big Babysit in
Theisz Hall. Do you have a Christmas party to attend? Or maybe some last minute shopping to do? Then this is your
opportunity to get it done without worrying about the
This is for children age 4 years and up. Cost is $20.00/child; $10.00 for each additional child. Dinner and snacks will be
provided. You cannot beat this deal. Five hours of babysitting plus dinner! Wow!!!
See, text or call (6011242) Michele Van Epps for more information.

Children, Family & Education Ministries
Kit O'Rourke, Coordinator

Childrends Choilr Apostles Happy Birthday Jesus Party  will be
E‘ealdr'? I]hSISZ ]H%Ilr Sur}fj%yr IIDeSc_.tlrlngoléoyvmg
the second service. There will be games,
crafts, and yummy snacks. We will also stuff

service. DDV
_ 'P'ABTY stockings for children in need and make Merry
The rehearsal schedule is as follows: e o e Christmas cards

s Nov. 27 and Dec. 4 at 10:00 in Theisz C. JESUS : i
s Dec. 11 & 18 at 11:30 in Worship Center. o e e e

The Childrends Choir i s bufs
They will sing at the 4:00 PM Christmas Eve Worship B]ETHDAY

cannot be there fi please bring small items, that we can use

s Dec. 24 during the 4:00 PM Christmas Eve . .
} . ) for stocking stuffers (crayons, kids card games, etc.), and
Wor ship service the chil dfr,.end.s CPh0|r.W|II sing
snacks to the church office.

0Star Carol é by John Ruttfer
Fogolwilng t|’i§ jparty, everyone is invited to go caroling at
Apostles Village.

Childrendés Choi r-Kamsl elangrdany ageqd
children. It is not too late for your child to part of the

Choir. See SueAnn, James, Kit or Jenny West if you Family Advent Activity
would like more information about this wonderful You will find a Family Advent activity in your Narthex mail
ministry. box. We invite your family to do the activities each day in

December to help keep the focus on the true meaning of
Christmas. If you do not have a mail box, see Liz or Kit.

kid:
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& ? ELCA World Hunger
: e Meet Auhora: "Now | see."

Auhora Gendy lives in a rural village several hours outside of Cairo, Egypt. The
small community is faced with poverty, with the average daily income coming to
only $1.80. That's less than $2 to feed, clothe and shelter your family. Health care

Like many adults worldwide, Auhora slowly developed cataracts as she aged. With
no preventative care or treatment, she eventually went blind. Last year, Auhora
experienced what some might call a miracle. She got her sight back.

It is your gifts to ELCA World Hunger that made this possible. Since July 2007, a mobile
eye clinic has provided free eye exams, eyeglasses and simple surgeries to prevent and
treat blindness in 3,000 patients. I n A
restored her sight. "Now, | see.” Auhora says with a smile.

Your gifts to ELCA World Hunger support this program and others like it in more than 60 countries around the world.
hunger@elca.org

Kat hl een Rehl ds Wor ksh

Grace Lutheran Church i Tampa
Saturday, January 28, 2012 from 10:00AM-12:00PM
RSVP 813961-8747

Kathleen's world changed forever when her husband and business
partner died of cancer in 2007. Then five weeks later her widowed
mother also passed away. It was from her personal grief experiences

, that Kathleen's life purpose evolved fihelping other widows to be
more self-confident, knowledgeable and secure about their money
matters. Her loss motivated Kathleen to publish Moving Forward on Your Own: A Financial Guidebook for Widows
(2010). This guidebook helps widows stabilize their new financial situation, avoid making big mistakes following their
loss, and make progress in their changed life. She presents information in an easy -to-understand manner, along with
issues of the heart, to help a widow face her very different life ahead.

rAy Stephen Ministry at Apostles
‘WV#ISJIES?&E%_ Bear one another's burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of Christ. Galatians 6:2
.lsamr Louls | Am aStephen Minister

| am a Stephen Minister; loving, kind, called by God to minister to His people's needs. | am a Stephen Minister; patient, und erstanding,
called by God to listen while His people grieve. | am a Stephen Minister; comforting, caring, called by God to participate in the process
of healing. | am a Stephen Minister; imperfect, but thankful that | am called by God to be an instrument for His care. | am a Stephen
Minister. M. Hnatow Romeo, Michigan

Apostles has a wonderful and vital Stephen Ministry Program. Diane Fox , Judy Valleri, Kathy Hockemeyer, Peggy Desmarais, Liz
Jimenez, JoAnne Whale, Sandie Zwygart and Gerry Brown are our current Stephen Ministers. Each of them completed over 50 hours

of training which prepares them for one on one Christian caregiving for hurting people in and around Apostles' congregation. They
are each trained to listen, care, encourage, pray and walk alongside those that are going through difficult times.

Are you or anyone you know going through a tough time emotionally, physically or spiritually? Are you or anyone you know
struggling with a |ife crisis or family situation? Yo uefa gon.0t

If you would like to know more, see Pastor Vige or one of our Stephen Leaders, JoAnne Whale, Gerry Brown or Sandie Zwygart.

i s l i mited and har d to afford. And

uhor

op
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http://lwr.convio.net/site/R?i=B88ZBYrqFE_SQSyRAyAwFg
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16. Ron Boehm
17. Heather Smith
18. Rebecca Thomson
20. Rich Cassem
Barb English
Judy Valleri
Ric Van Epps
21. Carol Fox
1. Linda McDermott 23. Annie Graham
3. Kimberly Bredbenner Thomas Lees
5. Leslie Reid Floyd Myers
Eric Zwygart 25, Melissa Berg
6. Maggie Gundlach 26. Brenda Torkelson
Matt Hecmanczuk 27. Chris Wetjen
8. Roy Age 29. Jeanne Dreyer
9. Chris Innes Laura Kulow
10. Matthew Fox Connie McNair
11. Lisa Deneka 30. Glenna Rahr
12. Leila Ritari Amy Roberts
13. Janet Noren 31. Seamus Corbett
Sandy Sornson Betty Miller
15. Dave Diodate
Ravi Karthaka
Jessica Woody

If we missed your birthday, or if there are any cor-
rections, please call the office at 813 -689-2571.

We may not have all the information we need for
our membership records. Thank you.

Mena Ryan has moved

to an Assisted Living

Facility in Tampa. Her
new address is :

Hanna Oaks
2425 E. Hanna Ave. # 413
Tampa, FL 33610

Express Oil Change & Service Center
321 W. Martin Luther King Blvd
seffner, Florida 33584
(813) 681-5152
Bill & Mary Ann Foelker, Owners

Tea A oy
SO

Vocal Wisdom
Sing with Ease

Susann Radloff Brady

dragonflymusic@tampabay.rr.com

813.661.4718
Voice Lessons/Coaching

Jeff Cooper (813) 787-0369

Discounts far
Aposties Members

Computor Ropair & Service

Decipher Technmnologu

Simply moakimg it happen
PO Box 6602 Brandon, FL 33508

Please
support
Apostles

me mber

businesses!

Centuiy

e Down On Their Mortgage? Or Can
! * No Longer Afford Their Payment?
Solution: A SHORT SALE!
Call Me For More Information!
| Can Help!

MICHELE VAN EPPS
Century 21, Shaw Realty Group
Email: C21Michele@gmail.com
Cell: 813601-1242

Do You Know Anyone Who Is Upside




